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Chairman’s Chatter
Sunny days are here again, so the song goes. For most of us they are sunny. The
majority of pubs are open and I am sure that many of us are taking advantage
of that. Meeting up with old friends and sharing the banter that usually
bounces around pubs and clubs.
As we enjoy the fruits of various brewers, we must still be on our guard. Covid
cases are high at the moment across the West Country, so please be careful.
Follow the guidance from mine host, each pub may slightly differ. It is advisable to ring ahead to
see if they are open and whether you need to book a table. Ah, you say, ah, but if we are in an area
and we do not know the phone number of the pub what then? Then you use your modern smart
phone and look up the number of the pub.
Personally I do not have a smart phone; indeed, some may say it would be wasted on a chap like
me. I do have a little book and in it is written the phone numbers of all the pubs on Exmoor. If you
are going to an area you do not know just look up a few numbers before you go.
Remember that the pub is also the landlord’s home. If you cannot phone before hand just stick
your head around the door and ask if you may enter. I am sure that you will be made most
welcome.
Going on from the above, judging for the good beer guide 2022 has been completed and thank you
to all those who performed the onerous task of scoring the pubs. It was refreshing to see so many
pubs and clubs returning to the normality many of us have missed over the last year or so.
The committee are still in agreement that the Annual General Meeting be postponed until such
time as we are all able to safely meet face to face. Many people do not like online meetings and it
has been proven that members do not attend online meetings. We want as many members as
possible to be able to attend the meeting, to ask questions and give their vote. We are also waiting
for the time that we are able to safely hold monthly members meetings. At the moment Covid
numbers are high in Devon. When numbers drop substantially then we will start to hold members
meetings and start tours again. When this happens the information will be put on the web site in
the member’s area. The committee has recently met and many ideas have been put forward for
our future enjoyment. Your safety is our first priority.
As I write this page, it has been necessary to postpone the campaign day, 4 th September, as several
members due to participate in this event have been in contact with a Covid victim and have to
shield. The decision, as with all committee decisions, was not taken lightly. Campaign day is
important to our branch and we will organise a new date as soon as we are able to. The pubs we
visit will, hopefully, remain the same, it is just a new date that we need to decide on.
Until we do meet again, do as any good CAMRA member does, visit the pub, it is your duty. Do it in
a safe manner.
Cheers
Snuffy (aka Steven Lock)
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Good Beer Guide 2022 Edition.
The Coronavirus Pandemic has caused a large number of organisations to
review some of their normal yearly functiions. CAMRA is no different and as
many of you are aware, the number of beer festivals that have managed to be
organised this year have been few and far.
This has obviously led to income for CAMRA to be drastically reduced and for
CAMRA to tighten the purse strings in a few areas. One income string for
CAMRA is the publication of The Good Beer Guide. Fortunately, many
restrictions relating to the hospitality industry were lifted in July and allowed us all to begin
normalising what was and is a quintessential British activity, ‘Going to the Pub!’
What this has allowed us to do is to be able to visit those pubs in the North Devon area which had
been nominated for inclusion into the 2022 version of the Good Beer Guide. The normal time
constraints had to be tightened but we, as a branch, made sure that all nominated pubs had two
visits and scored based on CAMRA’s criteria.
Because the time allowed for us to do the surveying and
scoring was reduced and the subsequent proof reading and
adjustments that have to be made, there is an amended
timetable to produce the guide. Normally, the guide would
be published in the September time frame; however this
year the Guide will only be published on 12th. November
2021. It will be priced at £15.99 for non CAMRA members
but as a CAMRA member you can pre-order the Guide now
for the price of £12 plus postage and packing. It will make a
great Christmas present for that discerning of drinkers, the
Real Ale person! Please go to the CAMRA Book Shop
website to order - https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/thegood-beer-guide-2022/
Those pubs who have made the Guide will be notified just
prior to publication and on that day all members will be
informed which of your favourite pubs have made the
grade.
Please remember that a pub can only be eligible for the
Good Beer Guide by being nominated by a CAMRA
member. All pubs that are nominated will be surveyed and scored but it is down to you, the
CAMRA member, to do the nomination.
We trust that you again find this Guide helpful and may even provide some surprise entries for
you.
Alan Edgecombe
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Whiling away the time CAMRA style!
Ode to the Good Beer Guide 2022
The Good Beer Guide, the bible of drinkers
Bar room lawyers, pool players and thinkers
piss artists, old men and general w…ers
dart players and would be barmaid spankers
To the landlord, it’s information is tops
To the traveller it’s full of good places to stop
To the connoisseur of ale it is beyond compare
Like wise to long hared louts, wig wearers and some with no hair
It’s pages are full of breweries, club and pubs
All selling great ale and some even do grub
The North, the South, the East or the West
The Good Beer Guide shows which is best
The brewery listing, all full of good ale
The thought of so much, can make one turn pale.
There’s porters, stouts, bitters and great IPA
More than enough for the clergy at pray
So please buy the Good Guide, the new 2022 version
Brought to you by many people’s exertion
To Alan and Ray and all of the POGS
All working away like proverbial dogs
This years guide was a monumental task
The time limit for it? Don’t bleeding ask
But now it’s done, a book full of beers
I raise my glass, well done all, cheers
Snuffy
…….. and a hastily written Limerick in response!
CAMRA people in North Devon,
Were asked to put pubs in Heaven,
Despite all constraints
and lots of complaints,
They managed to find twenty seven!
Alan Edgecombe
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Appeal for Pubs Officers for North Devon.
I have in the past put out an appeal for more volunteer Pubs Officers to help
cover pubs within the North Devon Area. I am particularly looking for people
in the Okehampton and very Northern part of North Devon as well as one or
two in the Hartland area.
The Pubs officer acts as the liaison between CAMRA North Devon and the pub
itself and typically he/she would have about 10 pubs as their portfolio. The
amount of time that would need to be dedicated to this job is only a few
hours a month and ideally suits someone who is either retired or semi-retired. Access to a car is
preferred as some travel will be required to the pubs, but the pubs allocated to the individual will
be, as far as possible, situated within a few miles of that persons residence.
The pubs officer will also get involved with the Good Beer Guide as a surveyor when required and
so get you to pubs that maybe you would not get to in the normal course of events.
Covid has had an effect on our numbers and so I would ask that if you are interested, please drop
me a note and I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. It is a fascinating job for
those lovers of Real Ale. You can reach me at pubs.group@northdevon.camra.org.uk
Alan Edgecombe
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PUB COMPANIES – WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO
Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many members would find it helpful to have more
information about the companies that control many of our pubs. This is the first in a series of
articles that will provide the facts on pub company practices and operations, explaining in
particular how their business models work and what this means for both licensees and, ultimately,
us as customers. The aim is to let the facts speak for themselves so that members can make up
their own minds about the positive or negative effects of these practices on our pubs and the folk
who run them.
1. A POTTED HISTORY OF THE PUBCO
Fifty years ago, when CAMRA was formed, the pub landscape looked very different. For a start,
there were many more of them – some 75,000 against around 47,500 now. The majority of pubs
(52,000 or so) were owned by breweries. The 89 small and regional breweries had 13,800 of them
and the rest were in the hands of the ‘Big Six’ – Bass Charrington, Allied, Whitbread, Scottish &
Newcastle, Watney/Grand Metropolitan and Courage/Imperial.
Most of the other 23,000 pubs were free houses (in name anyway – many tied their beer supplies
to a big brewer in return for loans and discounts). Companies that just owned pubs were few and
far between – the likes of Sir John Fitzgerald in the north-east and Heavitree in the south west
(though they tied themselves to Bass).
Just about every pub-owning brewery rigorously imposed a supply tie on its own products. As late
as the mid-1980s, I remember a Greene King Director recoiling in horror at my suggestion that they
allow a few guest beers in their pubs. As a result, new breweries found outlets hard to come by
and we customers were hardly spoilt for choice, as a glance at a Good Beer Guide of that era will
reveal.
Then, in 1989, along came the Beer Orders. The story of this epochal legislation (for better or
worse) is superbly told in Laura Hadland’s recent Fifty Years of CAMRA book but, in essence, the
government acknowledged the stranglehold on the industry exercised by the Big Six and, among
other things, capped their pub ownership at 2,000.
By now, because of closures and sell-offs, the Big Six owned fewer pubs between them but the
Orders still meant around 11,000 pubs coming onto the market. We, of course, dreamed of a new
golden age of multi-handpumped free houses galore, but the reality was sadly different.
Companies were quickly established, usually with close links to the Big Six, to hoover up these
pubs in big batches then negotiate supply deals, invariably with the company who previously
owned the place. Enterprise Inns, for instance, started off with the purchase of 368 pubs from
Bass, and that’s where they bought the beer from.
In the years that followed, wheeling and dealing saw companies variously grow, collapse, merge,
acquire, dispose – it was very difficult to keep up with who owned what. Some companies
concentrated on managed pubs, some on tenancies, a few on a mixed model. Behemoths emerged
– by 2004, Punch Taverns and Enterprise each owned more than 8,000 pubs, though both had
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accumulated so much debt that they ran into trouble come the financial crash and subsequently
retrenched. We’ll have a closer look at the current pub company scene in the next article.
A brief history of Punch Taverns illustrates the volatility surrounding pubcos from
the 1990s onwards. Punch formed in 1997, purchasing a tranche of pubs from
Bass. Two years later, they bought Inn Business (mostly former Whitbread pubs)
and then the rump of the Allied estate. The managed pubs were spun off into a
separate division called Spirit. In 2003, they acquired their 3,100-strong rival
Pubmaster plus a couple of smaller companies.
Next, Scottish & Newcastle’s managed pubs were snapped up and added to Spirit. By 2011 the
impact of the crash was being felt, calling for a ‘strategic review’. Spirit was demerged and, in 2015,
sold to Greene King. Come 2016, a takeover bid totalling £403m (plus the taking on of a billion
pounds of debt) was accepted; 1,900 pubs went to Heineken with the remaining 1,300 residing
with Patron Capital, though the Punch brand has been retained.
In the meantime, the treatment of their tenants by many of the Pubcos had become a major issue
and, after years of campaigning, the Government was persuaded, in 2014, to announce a statutory
Pubs Code aimed at regulating their practices and ensuring fair treatment for tenants. We’ll return
to the Code in a future article. In this context, though, it needs mentioning that the currently
accepted definition of a pub company embraces breweries that own pubs – and nowadays most
such companies have separate management structures for their pub and brewing operations.
Final comments. Pub companies are here to stay. There is nothing wrong with the basic model and,
indeed, there are some excellent companies (mostly smaller ones) who treat their licensees well
and clearly see their pubs as more than just property assets. It would, though, be difficult to argue
that the ways in which some companies operate raise many issues around their custodianship of
what aren’t just piles of bricks-and-mortar but, in most cases, precious and valued community
assets. We’ll examine those issues in due course.
CAMRA HQ.
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Who was Who in North Devon?
The origin of pub names has always fascinated me, although you don’t have to
walk through many towns or villages in just
about any part of the country to discover
that the most common pub names derive
from historic members of our Royal Family.
North Devon is no exception, with perhaps
the best example in there being no less than five Kings Arms in
the branch (Georgeham, Holsworthy, Hartland, South Molton
and South Zeal). But there are also numerous others proclaiming
their royal connections, including the Queens Hotel (Lynton), the
Prince of Wales (Winkleigh), the Duke of York (Iddesleigh), and
the Royal George (Appledore) etc. - although just which actual
incumbent of that title during which particular era of history the
pub acquired its name will likely require further research!
Not that Royalty has a monopoly when it comes to being
celebrated in this way. Coming close behind the royals in terms
of frequency of pub names are the blue blooded members of our
aristocracy. To find a local connection with families who traditionally owned
much of the landscape here in North Devon we need look no further that
the Chichester family of Arlington Hall fame. With its 500 year lineage, the
family name is to this day still celebrated in pubs at both Bishops Tawton
and Mortehoe. Likewise, the Poltimore name, with a family tree that can be
traced back almost as far, is still to be found gracing both the Poltimore Inn
(North Molton) and the no less celebrated Poltimore Arms (Yarde Down.)
Turning to the southernmost reaches of our branch at South Zeal, there we
can find the Oxenham Arms, immortalising
perhaps the most ancient of all North Devon
families who first found wealth and fame in the
reign of Henry III way back in the 13th century.
Here in Barnstaple, the Wrey Arms echoes that long established family
once associated with nearby Tawstock Court - apparently well
rewarded on the Restoration of Charles II, in no small part due to their
unwavering support for the Royalist cause during the Civil War. Other
examples of pubs connected to noble patrons can be found in the
Devonshire Arms (Sticklepath), the Pyne Arms (East Down), and of
course not forgetting several generations of the Crown’s own
representative here in Devon. the Fortescues (both at Barnstaple and
Woolacombe).
But leaving aside those born to greatness, there are others who have managed to secure their
place in history (or at least have a pub named after them) by virtue of their own achievements.
While there can hardly be a town in England that doesn’t have a pub named after the Duke of
Wellington (and in North Devon that distinction falls to Ilfracombe), no other celebrates that lesser
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known but equally worthy hero of the battle of Trafalgar - the Admiral (Lord) Collingwood who
famously fired the first shot in this epic sea battle with the French and indeed took command of
the fleet on Nelson’s death to secure ultimate victory - with the Wetherspoons outlet now bringing
much deserved attention to this sometimes overlooked maritime treasure.
Drilling down the ranks (at least in terms of social status!) the
branch also has several pubs named after less elevated but
not less worthy individuals. One such pub that springs to mind
is The Jack Russell (Swimbridge) - named after the celebrated
Rev John Russell (since buried in the local graveyard) who first
bred the now ubiquitous Jack Russell terrier. Meanwhile over
in Northam, the Kingsley Inn commemorates local author and
entrepreneur Charles Kingsley who did so much to put
Westward Ho! on the map - quite literally, while staying with
the Kingsley theme, the Rose Salterne at Bideford is named
after Kingsley’s beautiful heroine of the same novel who’s
fate, alas, was to be kidnapped by dastardly Spaniards no less!
The Champ at Appledore,
while not naming the exact individual, is nonetheless worthy of
mention in that the pub’s name derives from a local pugilist who
in the 19th century ventured over the Bristol Channel to fight for
fame and fortune and came back having been crowned
Champion of Wales !
Finally, just to mention those pubs named after less celebrated
but perhaps more enigmatic characters from literary fiction such as Billy Budd’s in Croyde, named after the poor mistreated
midshipman in Harold Melvyn’s novel and since made even more famous by Benjamin Brittain’s
opera of the same name. Alas, who exactly Betty Cottles was to merit a pub named in her honour
(Meldon) this author does not know - perhaps readers can enlighten me? Equally, the origins of
the Captain Jack’s name at Woolacombe remains a mystery to me. And as for Crabby Dicks at
Bideford - I can only leave that one to the imagination of readers!!!

Editor
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A Potted View of Pubs in North Devon.
As has been mentioned elsewhere in this issue of Beer Tiz, the Covid-19
regulations has seriously curtailed the way that pubs have been allowed to
operate. Some pubs opened as soon as they were able whilst others took a
more cautious view and opened at the later dates in the year. This obviously
led to variations in how a person could gain entry to a pub and also has, in
part, led to some confusion. The majority of customers have been exceedingly
well behaved and have accepted whatever legal and local regulations have
been required of us.
As an organisation, we at CAMRA North Devon thank all those hard working publicans and their
staff for doing their best to accommodate their customers and hopefully are beginning to reap
some financial rewards from their efforts.
So what has been happening to pubs in our area. Here are just a few tid bits of information.

Earl of Portsmouth.
Some of you may have been aware of the
activity of the community in Chulmleigh to save
the Earl of Portsmouth from being redeveloped
into housing. The committee that was set up did
a fantastic job in garnering the community into
action and were successful in getting the Earl of
Portsmouth declared an ‘Asset of Community
Value’ (ACV). This led into activity to help raise
the finances to buy the Earl and run it as a pub
by the community.
Unfortunately, the amount that was required to be raised could not be met by about £100k.
However, the community were then told that a buyer for the pub had been found and that it
would remain as a pub. This was obviously great news for the residents and they now look forward
to a great asset being returned to the village. Well done to all concerned and good luck for the
future!

New Inn, Roborough.
After a short period of being closed, the New Inn
reopened back in February with a new publican, Tim
Critchley. Some extensive changes have been made which
the local residents have fully approved of. Their Facebook
page is full of compliments and it is obvious that Tim is
doing something right.
Having not had any previous knowledge of running a pub,
it has certainly been a steep learning curve for Tim and his
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family who seem to have found the right mix and balance of beer, welcome and a general feeling
of Bonhomie.
Like many rural pubs though, staffing can be tricky so currently Tim is the resident Chef utilising
local produce as much as possible. Finding the right Chef is always challenging so if you feel like
you are the person for the Job, give Tim a ring.
Next time you are in the area, call in to the New Inn and enjoy their hospitality and changing beers.

Bull and Dragon, Meeth.
As you meander through the countryside between Hatherleigh and Torrington, you pass through
the village of Meeth and in the centre there is the Bull and Dragon pub. This pub has recently
changed hands and is run by Mike and Becky, neither of whom have run a pub before.
Like the New Inn, Mike and Becky have a steep
learning curve. However, they do seem to be
doing an excellent job. Having rearranged some
of the areas and having a different view of how
they wish their customers to enjoy the pub,
business has been on the up whilst the local
community seem to appreciate their efforts to
make the pub a proper rural one.
Beers are changed regularly with most of them being sourced from local breweries whilst at the
same time they are looking to utilise as much local produce in their food offerings as possible.
Staff are encouraged to chat to customers and make them feel welcome which is a trademark of
good customer service.

Devil’s Stone Inn, Shebbear.
With the thought of meeting a ghostly presence
in this pub, which may or may not be true, new
publicans Lee and Suzy took over this pub in
February 2021. Neither of them has ever run a
pub before but they are taking it slowly and
seem to be doing a great job, if the communities
comments are anything to go by.
The pub itself is large but they are currently
getting the liquid side of the business right first
before they embark on providing a full menu for
their customers. Avoiding some of the more
‘common’ beers available, they are ensuring that local breweries get a chance to have their beers
gain prominence.
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Recently they held a Folk music festival which was apparently very well attended, with not too
many bodies left lying around at the end!!
If you do not feel like a beer, though, they have opened up a small tea room next door to
accommodate those who would just like a pot of tea and a cake to while away the day over.
Next time you feel like enjoying a ‘ghostly pint’, take a trip out to Shebbear and pop into the Devil’s
Stone Inn. You will not be disappointed!

Cavalier Inn, Torrington.
It appears that this pub, in Torrington, was recently taken over by a Real Ale enthusiast who is
wanting to turn the pub into a more family and community based establishment.
Although only moving into the pub in August
2020, much work was needed to improve it and
limited opening was only possible at the time.
Apparently the new landlord has had previous
experience in both London and Devon, the latest
of which was The Cleave Inn at Lustleigh.
I would love to hear more about the what is
happening here and would ask that if you do have any information please let me know. Anyone
wanting to improve the sale of Real Ale needs supporting so please go and support them.

Plume and Feathers, Okehampton.
A lot of work has been carried out at the Plume and Feathers in Okehampton during the various
lockdowns we all have had to endure. When the Plume eventually re-opened after being closed for
10 years, a lot of work had gone into the place even then and more had to be done to get it to the
standard that the owners wanted.
The work that was carried out was not just
building work, but it was also work to ensure
good real ales were supplied and although food
was not served here, you could order takeaways
to consume there. A real ale club was also set
up and was very successful along with music
nights happening on a regular basis.
These all contributed to the Plume appearing in
the 2021 Good Beer Guide. However, since the
start of the Covid-19 lockdowns the decision
was made to close the Plume and during these
closures a successful shop has been opened
within the Plume that sells Real Ale in a Bottle
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from various breweries some of whom are local. It is also possible to buy takeaway Cask ales too in
2 Litre containers.
Apparently the pub is undergoing some more internal renovations and is due to open again soon,
according to Geoff, the landlord and owner and we would like to see the Plume return to the
thriving pub it was prior to Covid.

Green Dragon, Langtree.
Having closed in November 2019, the Green
Dragon has now reopened, albeit only Monday
to Saturday and from 18:00hrs till later.
Sporting events will be shown if they are
relevant but for the village of Langtree it is, no
doubt, a welcome return for them.
As far as we are aware, no food is being served
and we shall be making a visit there to see
what Colin is doing and any future plans he
may have for this local. In the meantime if anyone can share any information with us, we would
appreciate it.

The North Devon area has been lucky during these lockdowns in that we are not aware of any pubs
that have permanently closed due to the Covid pandemic. Some have obviously changed hands
and what is interesting to note are the number of first time landlords. These new landlords are
bringing into the industry new ideas and are listening to their customers.
It is unfortunate that there are landlords out there who have been in the industry for many years
and either will not or cannot change their ways and look to the future. Maybe the new breed of
landlord is what is needed to shake up the industry a bit and encourage others to look at
themselves and what they are doing especially in respect of their beer offerings. Too many pubs
here in North Devon seem to offer the same one or two ales from well known breweries and
although they may be good, there are so many great breweries in our area and beyond that could
benefit from more exposure.
Alan Edgecombe
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Map of Exmoor Bars and Pubs.
For those of you who wander across Exmoor, the map below shows those pubs where a refreshing
glass of Ale can be found. Thank you to our colleagues at Somerset CAMRA for producing this.
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Witterings of The Wizard
I wonder if, like me, you are wondering what ‘normal’ will look like
following July 19th? What will we be doing that we are not doing now?
What will change? I consider myself to be one of the lucky survivors of the
global pandemic. My life has experienced changes over the past 18
months and I have found it quite challenging to keep up with the different
rules and guidelines. Maybe that’s my age!
But my pub has always been there. In fact I am surrounded by wonderful pubs and have even seen
one re-opening and another changing hands to become a real community asset and a great pub.
I suspect that for me life will continue in a very similar way. I will still visit my pub regularly. I will
still see my friends and enjoy social contact and quality real ale. I may find myself sitting nearer to
people I have been distancing from. I may find that I don’t have to remember my facemask
(although I may still choose to wear it if the pub is crowded).
There is so much to look forward to and despite being a grumpy old man I am, as ever, looking
forward to supporting local breweries who have survived and local pubs that are still serving their
communities and keeping us all safe, both physically and mentally. As CAMRA members it is our
duty after all!
Grumbledore (aka Morris)
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